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https://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/463288/WHO-Health-in-Prisons-eng.pdf



Obj 1: Promote intersectoral and sectoral advocacy, policy developments and legislation to improve prisons health
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Policy brief – Health 
concerns among children 
deprived of their liberty
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Obj 2 Strengthen the interface between prisons health systems and the wider national health systems to promote 
continuity of care for prisoners
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Obj 3 Supporting evidence-based knowledge management on prisons health to increase the efficacy of services 
and to achieve better health outcomes

7https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2022/good-practices-in-managing-infectious-diseases-in-prison-settings-a-snapshot-of-
responses-to-covid-19-implemented-around-the-globe-between-may-and-september-2020-2022



Obj 3 Supporting evidence-based knowledge management on prisons health to increase the efficacy of services 
and to achieve better health outcomes
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https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-
determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2022/health-in-
prisons-covid-19.-minimum-dataset-summary-of-data-
reported-from-may-2020-to-october-2021-2022
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Obj 4: Foster capacity building processes in Member States in prisons health

Training Prison Health workers 
Armenia, 12th – 14th October 2021

Module

Introduction - WHO Guidance preparedness, 
prevention and control of COVID-19 in 
prisons and other places of detention

Epidemiology updates

PHSM guidance in the context of prisons 

Infection Prevention and Control (IPC)

SARS-CoV-2 Laboratory Testing Methods 

COVID-19 Vaccination 

Clinical management of patients with COVID-
19

Practical training on testing (optional)

Webinar Series



Obj 5 Build alliances among key stakeholders, coordinate, create synergies and mobilize resources to secure 
sustainability



Historical context

Participation in HIPEDS. 1,2 Participation in COVID-19 
Minimum Dataset. 3

1. https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2019/status-report-on-prison-health-in-the-who-
european-region-2019

2. https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2019/health-in-prisons-fact-sheets-for-38-european-
countries-2019

3. https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2022/health-in-prisons-covid-19.-minimum-dataset-
summary-of-data-reported-from-may-2020-to-october-2021-2022

https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2019/status-report-on-prison-health-in-the-who-european-region-2019
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2019/health-in-prisons-fact-sheets-for-38-european-countries-2019
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2022/health-in-prisons-covid-19.-minimum-dataset-summary-of-data-reported-from-may-2020-to-october-2021-2022


HIPEDS 2019

1. https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2019/status-report-on-prison-health-in-the-who-european-region-2019
2. https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2019/health-in-prisons-fact-sheets-for-38-european-countries-2019

https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2019/status-report-on-prison-health-in-the-who-european-region-2019
https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2019/health-in-prisons-fact-sheets-for-38-european-countries-2019


Minimum Dataset COVID-19
• WHO Minimum Datasets for Prisons Survey available data: 77 reports, 

between 2020-05-07 and 2021-10-29. 

1. https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2022/health-in-prisons-covid-19.-minimum-dataset-summary-of-data-reported-from-may-
2020-to-october-2021-2022
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Minimum Dataset 
COVID-19

• 1. https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-
determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2022/health-in-prisons-covid-
19.-minimum-dataset-summary-of-data-reported-from-may-2020-to-october-
2021-2022
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Current Activities

•HIPEDS 2021/22. 1
•Participation in the WHO/Europe 
training course for prison health-care 
workers: innovation in NCD policy and 
action. 2

1. The WHO Prison Health Framework, available at https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-
health/publications/2021/the-who-prison-health-framework-a-framework-for-assessment-of-prison-health-system-performance-2021

2. https://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2022/05/whoeurope-training-course-for-prison-health-care-workers-innovation-in-ncd-policy-
and-action

https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2021/the-who-prison-health-framework-a-framework-for-assessment-of-prison-health-system-performance-2021
https://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2022/05/whoeurope-training-course-for-prison-health-care-workers-innovation-in-ncd-policy-and-action


Methodology

The WHO Prison Health Framework, available at https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-
health/publications/2021/the-who-prison-health-framework-a-framework-for-assessment-of-prison-health-system-performance-2021

https://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/prisons-and-health/publications/2021/the-who-prison-health-framework-a-framework-for-assessment-of-prison-health-system-performance-2021


Findings from Lithuania – preliminary data
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Results: workforce
Fig 1. Ratio of health-care staff in prisons per 1000 incarcerated people
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Results: preventive care

Offered in
% MS “All 

prisons"

DTP No prisons 72.2
HPV No prisons 52.9
Hepatitis A No prisons 55.9
Hepatitis B No prisons 69.4
Seasonal flu All prisons 83.3
MMR No prisons 61.8
Meningococcal No prisons 52.9

Pneumococcal No prisons 57.6
COVID-19 All prisons 91.4

HIV 
Prophylaxis

Offered at
% MS “All 

prisons"

Post Exposure All prisons 77.8

Pre-exposure All prisons 58.3



Results: Health protection

Offered at
% MS

"All prisons"

Soap All prisons 97.2

Condoms All prisons 47.1

Lubricants No prisons 12.1

Needles and syringes No prisons 8.3

Disinfectants Most prisons 30.6

Dental dams All prisons 28.6

Tampons/sanitary towels All prisons 72.2



Results: mortality

WHO Guidance. All staff working in prisons should have a basic level of knowledge and understanding of health issues, including the 
management of suicide and self-harm risks

Fig5. Mortality rates per 10 000 incarcerated person years
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Results: health behaviours

Both sexes,
n (%)

Male,
n (%)

Female,
n (%)

BMI≥ 25 missing missing missing
BMI≥ 30 missing missing missing
Currently use tobacco products missing missing missing
Drink/have drank alcohol (last 12 months) 476 (8.9) 415 (8.2) 61 (24.2)
Use/have used drugs (last 12 months) 1035 (19.5) 987 (19.5) 48 (19)
Inject/have injected drugs (last 12 months) missing missing missing
Regularly exercise for a minimum of 150 
minutes/week

missing missing missing





Planned Activities 2022-2023

1. https://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2022/05/whoeurope-training-course-for-prison-health-care-workers-innovation-in-ncd-policy-and-action
2. https://www.coe.int/en/web/pompidou/model-presentations
3. https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/event/2022/06/european-drugs-summer-school-edss-2022_en

• Develop a pilot project to map closer mental health and substance use in 

Lithuanian prisons and identify treatment gaps.

• Focus on risk behaviours and identify services that may impact on infectious 

diseases (e.g., vaccination, screening, OST). 

• Adaptation of the remote training for NCDs to SUDs (incl. Harm minimization, 

possibly with collaboration EMCDDA and Pompidou).1

• System restructuring considering also transition into community.

https://www.euro.who.int/en/media-centre/events/events/2022/05/whoeurope-training-course-for-prison-health-care-workers-innovation-in-ncd-policy-and-action
https://www.coe.int/en/web/pompidou/model-presentations
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/event/2022/06/european-drugs-summer-school-edss-2022_en


Key messages

No one truly knows a nation until one has been inside its 
jails. A nation should not be judged by the way it treats 

its highest citizens but its lowest ones.
Nelson Mandela

Prison health is part of Public health
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